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RESTORATION OF THE MELCHISEDEC PRIESTHOOD. 


— 


Tre study of the subject of the Holy | tute of the power of Gud, and, there- 
or Melchisedec Priesthood, including — ag the true science of theology, 
the Aaronic, is one of vast importance | or the Church and religion of Jesus 
to the human family. The student | Christ, who is the great High Priest 
of the true science of theology will and Apostle of our salvition. While 
readily comprehend the necessity of the Prophet Joseph Smith was en- 
its existence among men, for the rea- | gaged in translating the B wk of Mor- 
son that true theology, or the Church | mon, in 1829, he and Oliver Cuwdery 
of Jesus Christ, cannot exist without became animated over the truths and 
it. It lies ut the foundation of the | glorious promises unfolded to them in 
Church ; it is the authority by which | their work, and desired to reach out 
the Church is est.blished or organ- | after these blessings before their work 
ized, built up and governed, and oy was doue; but the Lord gently ad- 
which the Gospel is preached, and all | monished them uot to bs in a hurry; 
the ordinances thereof designed for | he said: “ You must wait yet a little 
the salvation of mankind are adminis- | while, for ye are not yet ordained ;” 
tered or solemnized. No ordinance | but the — was given that the 
of the Gospel can be performed ac- | should ordained thereafter, an 
ceptably to God or with efficacy to they should forth and deliver the 
man except by its authority and word of unto the children of 
power; and certainly there is no men, and He pronounced a woe upon 
ordinance or rite instituted by tlre the inhabitants of the earth if they 
Almighty in the great plan of redemp- | would not then hearken unto their 
tion which is not essential t» the sal- | wo 

vation or exaltation of His children.| The ordinary meaning of the word 
Therefore, where the Melchisedec or | Priesthood as generally understood 
Holy Priesthood does not exist, there and applied in the world, signifies u 
can be no true Church of Ohrist in its | class or body of men set apart for 
fulness. When this Priesthood is not | sacred duties, or holding the priestly 
found among mankind they are desti- office, or an order of persons composed 
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of priests spoken of taken collectively. 
This is not, however, the sense in 
which the words Melchisedec or Holy 
Priesthood is used here. Reference 
is made in this article to the sacred 
office itself, or the — of power 
which constitutes the office, and is 
the authority by which individuals or 
the several orders, or quorums, as we 
use the term, composing the Priest- 
hood of the Church, 
act in the name of the Lord; or the 
moving, directing, controlling, govern- 
ing or presiding agency, right and 
authority which is vested in the God- 
head and delegated unto man for the 

urposes of his instruction, initiation 
into the Church, spiritual and tem- 
poral guidance, government and exal- 
tation. That is the Melchisedec 
Priesthood, which is without father, 
without mother, or descent, or begin- 
ning of days, or the end of life, which 
the great High Priest, Melchisedec, 80 
honored and magnified in his time 
that it was called after his name, in 
honor to him and to avoid the too 
frequent repetition of the name of the 
Son of 

This distinction between tbe quo- 
rums of the Priesthood and the Priest- 
hood itself should always be kept iu 
mind in the use of the term Melchi- 
sedec or Holy Priesthood, The Holy 
Priesthood after the order of the Son 
of God was the original name given 
to this Priesthood. Subsequently it 
was called the Melchisedec Priest- 
hood. This Priesthood was confirmed 
upon Adam, Abel, Seth, Enoch, Me- 
thuselah, Noab, Melchisedec, Abra- 
ham, and many others, and doubtless 
upon many of the Prophets prior to 
the birth of Christ, and by Jesus him- 
self, the great High Priest, upon His 
chosen disciples among the Jews, be- 
fore His crucifixion, and upon the 
Nephite disciples upon this continent, 
after. His resurrection and ascension 
on high. These He made His apostles 
to bear witness of Him upon both 
1 and to all the world; 
and doubtless the Savior conferred 
this Priesthood upon other disciples 
whom He chose from among the 
“other sheep” of whom He spoke to 
the Nephites, which were not of the 
tolds of the Jews or of the Nephites, 
whose records are_yet to come forth 
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to bear witness of Him, in the due 
time of the Lord. 

We learn from the revelations that 
God took Moses, and the Holy Priest- 
hood also, out of the midst of the 
children of Israel. But the lesser or 
Aaronic Priesthood, which was con- 
2 upon Aaron and his seed, con- 
tinued among them till the coming of 
Christ in the meridian of time. John, 
the son of Zacharias, was probably 
the last who held the keys of this 
Priesthood among the Jews. was 
raised up and sent as the forerunner 
of Christ to prepare the way for His 
first coming. And he was also sent 
to the world in this dispensation to 
begin the work of preparation for 
Christ’s second advent. 

“There are in the Church two 
Priesthoods, namely, the Melchisedec 
and Aaronic, including the Levi- 
tical. Why the first is called the 
Melchisedec Priesthood is because 
Melchisedec was such a great High 
Priest. Before his 1 it was 
called the Holy Priesthood, after the 
order of the Son of God.” The 
Melchisedec Priesthood holds the 
keys of all the spiritual de, of: 
the Church, of the mysteries of the 
kingdom of heaven, of communion: 
with the General Assembly and 
Church of the first born, and the pre- 
sence of God the Father, und Jesus 
the Mediator. : 

The Aaronic Priesthood is an a 
eys of the ministering of angels, an 
the outward ordinances and of 
the Gospel, the baptism of repentance 
for the remission of sins agreeably to 
the covenants and commandments, 

The Melchisedec Priesthood, whi 
Christ restored to the earth, remained 
among men between three and four 
hundred years afterwards; when, in 
consequence of tran ions, apos- 
tacy from the true order of the Priest - 
hood and Church of Christ, the inno- 
vations of priestcraft and paganism, 


| the true order of God was lost, the 


Holy Priesthood was taken from the 
earth, and the Church of Christ 
ceased to be among men, 80 far as we 
have any knowledge by revelation or 
from the history and record of. the. 


past. | 
Then were fulfilled many predic- 


* 
* 
| 
| 
» 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


tions; of the Prophets. and Apostles, 
contained in the word of God, Among 
them the word of God spoken by 
John in the 12¢h chapter of Revela- 
tion, aad the propheey of Amos: — 
“Behold the day cometh, saith the 
Lord, that I will send a famine in the 
land, not a famine of bread nor a 
thirst for water, but of hearing the 
words of the Lord ; and they shall 
wunder from sea to sea and from the 
north even to the east, they shall run 
to and fro to seek A of the 
Lord and shall not find it. he pro- 
clamation of the word of the Lord is, 
and always has been, dependent upon 
the — of the Holy Priesthood. 
How could they hear without a 
preacher, and how shall they preach 
except they be sent? | ‘ 
The Gentiles among whom the 
Priesthood hid been established, and 
the Gospel preached, fell away also 
after the example of unbelief and the 
manner of the Jews, or children of 
Israel. God, who spared not the 
natural branches, also cut off the en- 
grafted ones, and Mystery, lon 
the Great, the mother of harlots and 
abominations of the earth,” was set 
up as foretuld by the a Daniel 
and the Apostle John, This power 
made war with the Sainte, and over- 
came them, changed times and laws, 
“wore out the Saints of the Most 
High,” was drunken with their blood 
and with the blood of the martyrs of 
Jesus, aud destroyed the holy people. 
But this. mystical power, in turn, is 
to be overcome and, in the due time 
of the Lord, utterly destroyed. 
Before this great event shall occur 
must come to pass the restoration of 
the Guspel of Christ, and the estab- 
lishment of the kingdom of God again 
on. the earth, with all the powers and 
blessings of the Holy Priesthood, con- 
cerning which we have the most posi- 
tive assurances, The. declarations. of 
the sacred writers of the Bible and 
the Book of Murmon, not only affirm 
the restoration of all things spoken of 
by holy prophets relative to this great 
event, but also that this kingdom 
shall no more be thrown down, or left 
to another people, nor cease uatil the 
whole earth shall be filled with the 


brightness of its „ with its truths, 
ite Power, might, — 
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ion, and that the kingdom and the 
tness thereof under the whole 
eaven will be given unto the Saints 
of the Most High God, and they shall 
possess it forever. The declaration 
of this truth is even now very galling 
to the unbelieving world, and to those 
who reject the truth; nevertheless 
the Saints will inherit the blessings, 
and the word of God will come to 
pass, however much the wicked object 
to it, or whether we as the beginners 
of this great cause endure faithful to 
the end and realiza the promise, or 
not. This great and glorious redemp- 
tion will be consummated through the 
power and agencies of the Holy or 
Melcbisedec Priesthood, by means of 
which, and the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, God has ever dealt, and 
will always deal, with the children of 
men; for this Priesthood “adminis- 
tereth the Gospel and holdeth the key 
of the kingdom, even the key of the 
kingdom of God; therefore, in the 
ordinances. thereof the power of godli- 
ness is manifest; and without the or- 
dinances thereof and the authority of 
the Priesthood, the power of God is 
not manifest to men in the flesh; for 
without this no man can see the face 
of God, even the Father, aud live.” 

“The lesser Priesthood holdeth the 
key of the ministering of angels and 
the preparatory gospel, which gospel 
is the gospel of repentance and the 
remission of sina,” which “continued 
with the house of Aaron among the 
children of Israel until John, whom 
God raised up, being filled with the 
Holy Ghost from his mother’s womb,’ 
he, John, “was bap‘ized while he was 
yet in his childhood, and was ordained 
by the angel of God at the time he 
was eight days old unto this power 
to overthrow the kingdom of the 
Jews and to make straight the way 
of * Lord — of His 
people, to prepare them for the coming 
of the Lord — whose hind is given 
all power.” 

It was the same John who appeared 
to Joseph Smith and Oliver Cuwdery, 
on the 5th day of May, 1829, and con- 
ferred upon them the Aaronic Priest- 
hood with all its keys and power, 
The ordination was in the following 
words :—“ Upon you my fellow ser- 
vants in the name of Messiah I confer 
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the Priesthood of Aaron, which holds 
the keys of the ministering of angels 
and of the gospel of repentance and 
baptism by immersion for the remis- 
sion of sine, and this shall never be 
taken again from the earth until the 
sons of Levi do offer again an offering 
unto the Lord in righteousness. 
There is nothing said here about the 
offices of this Priesthood. They were 
an after-consideration. I will remark 
here that the Priesthood is greater 
than the offices which grow out of it 
and are mere appendages to it—“ 
other authorities or offices in the 
Church are appendages to this Priest- 
hood” — meaning the Melchisedec 
Priesthood. 
sions or grand heads (not three nor 


many); one is the Melchisedec Priest-|. . 
hood, 


and the other is the Aaronic, or 
Levitical Priesthood.“ The offices in 
the Priesthood are necessary appen- 
da thereof—for the purposes of 
order and government, and the duties 
of these are defined in the revelations 
and laws and commandments of 


This most sacred and important 
event, above quoted, occu at or 
near a place called Harmony in Sus- 

uebanna County, Pennsylvania, while 
Joseph Smith was living there, en- 
gaged in the translation of the Book 
of Mormon, and Oliver Cowdery was 
working for him. We have not, un- 
fortunately, any account so definite, of 
the reception by Joseph and Oliver, 
of the Melchisedec Priesthood as we 
1 of the confirmation of tlie Aaronie 

iesthood. But we have positive 
information and knowledge that 
they did receive this Priesthood at 
the hands of Peter, James, and Joh 
to whom the keys and power thereo 
were committed by the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and who were commissioned 
to restore it to the earth in the dis- 
pensation of the fulness of times. We 
cannot fix the exact date when this 
Priesthood was restored, but it oc- 
curred sometime between the 15th of 
May, 1829, and the 6th of April, 1830. 
We can approximate to within a few 
months of the exact time, but no 
further, from any of the records of 
tie Church. Josepb, the Prophet, 
cesignates the place where their ordi- 
uation took place, in his address to 


But there are (wo divi- | . 
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written September 
ws :—“ Again, what 40 
the voice of Peter, 


we hear? 


James, and John, in the wilderness, 


between Harmony, Susquehana Coun- 
4 and Colesville, Broome County, on 
e Susquehanna River, d 
themselves as possessing the keys 
the — — and of the dispensation 
of — ulness of a 
revelation given tember, re- 
h and 
id in reference to ing 
in of the Sacrament on the eartb 
at “the hour cometh that I will 
drink of the fruit of the vine with 
you on the earth, and with Moroni 
. and also with — „ an 
also with John, the son of Zacharias, 
which John I have sent unto 
you 4 servants Joseph Smith, jun., 
and Oliver Cowdery to ordain you 
unto the first Priesthood which you 
have received, that you might be 
called and ordained even as Aaron, 
and also with Elijah, . . and 
with Joseph, and Jacob, and Isaac, 
and Abraham, your fathers, by whom 
the promises remain, and also with 
Michael, or Adam the father of all, 
the ancient of days. And also with 
Peter, and James, and John, whom I 
have sent unto you by whom I have 
ordained you and — 
an witnesses my 
name and fe Sate sie keys of your 
ministry, and of the same things which 
I revealed unto them: unto whom I 
have committed the keys of my king- 
dom and a dispensation of the Gospel 
for the last times, and for the fulness 
of times in which I will gather to- 
gether in one all things both which 
are in heaven and which are on earth.” 
In a revelation given 5 1830, 
verses 2 and 3 say: Which com- 
mandments were given to Joseph 
Smith, jun., who was called of God 
and ordained an Apostle of Jesus 
Christ, to be the first Elder of this 
Church ; and to Oliver Cowdery, who 
was also called of God an Apostle of 
Jesus Christ, to be the second Elder, 
and ordained under his hands.” After 
the Melchisedec Priesthood was con- 
ferred upon Joseph and Oliver, by 
the ancient apostles, they were com- 
manded to ordain each the other, as 
we see by the above quotation, and 


* 
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the 10th and 11th verses of section 
21, Doctrine and Covenants. 

It would appear from the instruc- 
tions given in the revelation, dated 
June, 1829, that the apostleship had 
been then conferred on J == mith, 
Oliver Cowdery, and David Whitmer. 
If this supposition is correct, it re- 
duces the period of uncertainty when 
this glorious event actually took place 
to a few weeks, or from the middle of 
May to the end of June. It is also 
asserted that David Whitmer sup- 
posed the event to have taken place 
about this time. It is evident, how- 
ever, that David received the apostle. 
ship under the hands of Joseph and 
Oliver, and was not present when 
they received it under the ministra- 
tion of the ancient apostles, 

In the first edition of the Compen- 
dium, under the heading of “ Chrono- 
1 of the most important events 
which have transpired in the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
from AD. 1820 to 1856,” we find the 
fullowing brief statement: “June 6, 
1831, the Melchisedec Priesthood was 
first given.” This detached sentence 
ee the idea that the Melchisedec 
Priesthood was not given until four- 
teen months after the Church was 
established. Many have been misled 
and others greatly puzzled over this 
statement, knowing that “Elders were 
ordained on the Sixth day of April, 
1830, a year and two months belore, 
and that “the office of an Elder comes 
under the Priesthood of Melchisedec.” 

It is a pity that greater attention is 
not paid to matters of history, for 
then such mistakes would not occur. 
Several errors of this character have 
crept into history through neglect or 
want of proper attention to the sub- 
jects. The ar ye of history from 
which this brief and misleading ex- 
tract was taken reads as follows :— 
“On the 6th of June (1831) the Elders 
from the various parts of the country 
where they were laboring, came in; 
and the Conference before appointed 
convened in Kirtland; and the Lord 
displayed His power in a manner that 
could not be mistaken. The man of 
sin was revealed, and the authority of 
the Melch‘sedec Priesthood was mani- 
fested, and conferred for the first time 
upon several of the Elders.” Now if 


this does not mean that on this occa- 
sion several Elders received their first 
ordination, then it must mean that 
these several Elders who had pre- 
viously been ordained, then, for the 
first time, received the power or autho- 
rity of their ordinations. The words 
“conferred for the first time upon 
several of the Elders,” would seem at 
first glance to mean that several were 
then ordained Elders, but taking the 
complete sentence together, namely, 
“The man of sin was revealed, aud 
the authority of the Melchisedec 
Priesthood was manifested, and con- 
ferred for the first time upon several 
of the Elders,” we naturally conclude 
that several who had previously been 
ordained Elders, had not yet received 
the spirit or power, or authority of 
their ordinations, but that now for 
the first time, the authority of the 
Priesthood having been manifested, it 
fell upon them. It is evident from 
the context that the word authority 
as used in this quutation means power. 
It reads as follows: “It was clearly 
evident thut the Lord gave us power 
in ——— to the work to be done, 
and strength according to the race 
before us, and grace and help as our 
needs required.” Thnt several per- 
sons were ordxinel on that occasion 
is directly stated, as follows: “Great 
harmony prevailed; several were or- 
dained, faith was strengthened, and 
humility, so necessary for the blessing 
of Gud to follow prayer, characterizad 
the Saints.” One thiog is perfectly 
clear, and that is, no referenca what- 
ever is here ma le to the restoration 
of the Melchisedec Priesthood by 
Peter, James, and John, which great 
event occurred, without doubt, be- 
tween May and July, 1829. However, 
until about the time this Conference 
was held, the term Melch'sedec Priest- 
hood was seldom or never used. The 
High Priest hood, or the Holy Priest- 
hood, were the terms generally applied 
until then. 

Thus this glorious Priesthood, which 
“is after the holiest order of God,” 
has been restored to man in its pleni- 
tude and power in the present age for 
the Ist times,” and no part of it 
will be “taken from the earth again 
until the sons of Levi do offer again 
an offering unto the Lord of righteous- 
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ness,” or until God shall gather to- 
gether in one all things both which 
are in heaven and which are on 
earth.” In conclusion I will call the 
attention of the readers of this to sec- 
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tions 5, 13, 27, 84, 107, 110, and 128 
of the Doctrine of Covenants for 
further reflection on the subject.— 
Josxrn F. Surrn, in the Contrebu- 
tor. 


— 


LIBERALITY 


OF BELIEF. 


A posiTivE belief of some kind is 
essential to a man’s manhood, He 
who has no belief is without the chief 
impelling power in human nature; 
and whatever are his other qualities 
and possessions, he can never be a 
fully furnished man in his,sphere of 
influence and action. The better a 
man’s belief, the better it is for the 
man; but even apart from the question 
of the quality of his belief, the fact of 
his having a belief of any sort is to 
his advantage. It is a common 
thought to connect the idea of creed 
or belief with narrewness of mind 
and bigotry of spirit, and to consider 
laxity of belief as 2 synony- 
mous with liberality of mind aud 
soul. But, as a matter of fact, there 
is not necessarily any bigotry in even 
tbe strictest belief; and there is in a 
sense no possibility of true liberality 
except as a result of a positive belief. 
Love is the very cssence of belief; 
while bigotry is an exhibit of a Jack 
of love. The word belief“ is but 
another form of the term “by love.“ 
Its primitive meaning is, a convie- 
tion that comes by love for a truth 
that is deemed worthy of love. “Liber- 
ality” is a word from the same root 
as love, or belief. It indicates a lov- 
ing spirit toward others; and in the 
nature of things a spirit of love will 
show itself alike in all directions— 


toward the truth and toward those 
who need the light of truth, Bigotry, 
on the other hand, is in its essence 
unloving. And as a matter of fact 
the spirit of bigotry, or of unloving 
intolerance, is, and always has been, 
found in some of its worst phases in 
the minds and hearts of those who 
‘abbor creeds and creed-lovers. A 

itive belief is consistent with the 
1 liberality, and the lack of a 
positive belief is often the accompani- 
ment, if not the cause, of a narrow- 
minded illiberality—in the spirit of 
the intensest bigotry. A religious 
belief is, and always has been, a char- 
acteristic of man in his purest and 
noblest outreachings toward the un- 
seen and the infinite. The highest 
attainments and the * aspira- 
tions of the human soul have ever 
been in the direction of man’s reli- 
gious beliefs. And the strongest in- 
centives to personal well-doing, to 
acts of self-denying and self-forgetful 
devotion to the good of others, aud to 
the surrender of one’s person, one’s 
} possessions, and one’s very life, in 
proof of fidelity to principle and to 
truth, have always had their center in 
those beliefs, A religious belief of 
some kind is a duty; for a religious 
belief is an essentia | of man’s 
truest manhood. Ie Sunday School 


Times. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


— ä 0 - 

Advices from Vera Cruz state that yellow fever has appeared there. 

A party of Chippewa Indians have made a raid on the settlers in the vicinity of Mille 
Lacs Lake, Minnesota, and several Swedes have been killed. 

A Calcutta correspondent states that great distress, amounting almost to famine, is 
being experienced among the native populations of Bengal and Behar. 

Athens, June 15.— Two Turkish corvettes, with troops on board, have been observed 
proceeding in the direction of Crete. It is feared here that the arrival of Turkish troops 


in the island may irritate the population. 
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A terrible accident is reported from Mexico, the market in the capital having collapsed, 
causing the death of twenty people, forty-five others being injured more or less severely. 

The railway disaster near Armagh, Ireland, has resulted in seventy-five deaths. The 
Board of Trade is sending Major-General Hutchinson to hold an inquiry into the disaster. 
The Queen has telegraphed her sympathy with the injured and bereaved. 


Berlin, June 14.—The Samoan Treaty was formally signed by all the delegates to-day, 
Germany presumably having made concessions sufficient to meet the objections offered 
to the first draft by the United States Government. It is understood that the text of the 
treaty will not be published until after it has received the approval of the United States 
Senate at Washington. 


New York, June 14.—Despatches from San Francisco again give currency to a report 
that the city of Suchow, in China, has been destroyed by fire, and that no fewer than 
10,000 persons perished in the terrible conflagration Later advices state that the 
Shanghai Courier, which ought to be well informed on such a subject, discredits the 
report, but adds that a mandarin from Ichang, who has arrived in Shanghai, asserts that 
Suchow has been actually destroyed somehow, and that three-fourths of its population 
lost their lives. 

Zanzibar, June 9th.—The German war vessels Leipzig, Moewe, Pfeil, and Schwalbe 
were present at the destruction of Sadaani. The Carola is at present absent at the 
Seychelles Islands. It is estimated that 400 natives were killed in the attack. Nearly 
all the property destroyed at Sadaani belongs to the British Indian traders. The Sultan 
has conferred upon Admiral Denhard the Grand Cross of the Order of the Brilliant 
Star. It is considered doubtful whether Pangani will capitulate. Mr. Portal has re- 
turned here from his visit to Mombasa. 


Constantinople, June 14th.—Advices received by the Porte from Vienna report that 
it is apprehended in that capital that if European diplomacy does not intervene to modo- 
rate the hostility of the Regents at Belgrade against Austria, there may be before long 
no alternative left for that Power but to declare that she will consider such a policy a 
casus belli. The agitated condition of Servia, as reported to the Government here, has 
caused the Porte to.order detachments of troops to be sent from Salonica and Monastu 
to reinforce the border garrisons, and to watch events on the Servian frontier. 

New York, June 12th.—A destructive thunderstorm passed over Brooklyn last night, 
and did much damage, An unfinished building was struck by lightning and partly 
demolished. Two women were killed and four severely injured. The lightning struck 
St. James’s Cathedral, Brooklyn, and in a short time it was observed to be on fire. Before 
the flames could be got under control the interior of the church was completely gutted. 
The lightning struck several buildings in New York. Several trees in Langtry’s yard were 
struck, and a workman was killed and many injured by the lightning, which partly 
demolished a factory at Newark. 

The following is a portion of the fire news which appeared in a single American paper 
recently:— Indianapolis, May 17th.—At 10.30 to-night a telegram was received from 
Noblesville, twenty miles north, stating that the town was on fire and in danger of des- 
truction, and requesting that aid be sent. Fire companies were sent but no information 
has yet been received. At 1.40 a.m. a report from Noblesville says the fire has now been 
extinguished, and the engines are returning. Nod estimates of losses or insurance can be 
given until further details are received. New Orleans, May 17th.—At 1 o'clock this 
morning a fire broke out at the corner of Rocheblane and Perdido streets. At 1.30 a 
general alarm had been turned on and a serious fire is threatened. Chicago, May 17th. 
At 1 o’clock this morning several small cottages located at Avenue K and Sixteenth 
street south are in flames, but the fire is probably under control. The loss will reach 
$15,000. Council Bluffs, Iowa, May 17th.—(One of the most disastrous fires for years 
visited Council Bluffs this morning, destroying Stewart’s packing house containing 
1,000,000 pounds of meat. Loss $200,000. After this follows an account of three per- 
sons burned to death, etc., eto. 
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WHY EXCLUDE THE “MORMONS.” 


On the occasion of the arrival at New York recently of the first regular com- 
pany of “Mormon” emigrants, the Morning Journal of that city raised a 
splenetic cry against the admission of that class of immigrants within the 
confines of the American Union. The company of Saints which stirred up 
the gall of the Journal-was of undoubted respectability. Not exceptional at 
all in this respect; for the fact is well known here in shipping circles that 
‘* Mormon” emigrants in general are above the average in desirable qualities. 

Among sectarian divines, also, there is a marked unanimity in founding a 
plea for their most rancorous hostility to Mormonism” upon the ground that 
it has so often depleted their flocks of many of their most industrious, intelli- 
gent, moral and religious members. That it does what is thus alleged is as 
undeniable a truth as these reverends ever wilfully told. 

The records of the law, criminal and police courts, and the registry lists of 
the jails in this and other countries, will also show by the conspicuous 
absence of “ Mormon” names that these people are peculiarly free from con- 
tention and crime of all sorts. 

They are essentially a religious and devout people. There is not a single 
principle taught among them in their ecclesiastical capacity which is not 
Biblical and divine. Theoretically they believe in God, the Eternal Father, 
and in His son Jesus Christ, and in the Holy Ghost. They believe that 
through the atonement of Christ all mankind may be saved, by obedience to 
the laws and ordinances of the Gospel. They believe in a fuiure existence, 
‘where all men shall receive a just recompense according to the deeds done in 
the body—tbat wickedness of all sorts shall be punished, and righteousness 
rewarded. To sum up briefly, they emulate the illustrious example of that 
chosen servant of God, the Apostle Paul, “ believing all things which are 
written in the Jaw and the prophets.” 

With respect to the practical application of the principles of godliness, they 
insist upon a most scrupulous and rigid observance thereof. Repentance 
among them does not consist merely in a profession of sorrow for sins com- 
mitied; but in an immediate and pereevering cessation from sin, together 
with reparation fur wrongs done, so far as these matters lie within the power 
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of the penitent. After the Christian obligations have been assumed, every 
one from the greatest unto the least in the Church is required to show the 
fruits of his profession by doing good. 

Brawling and contention are frowned down vigorously, for such things are 
detrimental to the peace of home, threatening to the welfare of society, and 
inimical to the safety and stability of the state. Difficulties, when they un- 
fortunately do arise between members of the “ Mormon” society, are always, 
if possible, settled by the arbitration of disinterested parties, who are allowed 
no monetary or other material compensation for their services. Considerable 
sums of money are thus often saved to the poor, and may be expended in 
providing additional home comforts, or in purchasing wholesome literature. 
In either case contentment is engendered, and society consequently bettered. 

Contributions for the maintenance of the poor are expected from all accord- 
ing to their worldly prosperity. These donations have always been found 
adequate to meet the wants of the deserving, and in all instances, wherever 
possible, the distribution of charity is made at the homes of the recipients, 
thus preserving the influence of that sacred place uninterrupted; and in all 
other proper ways the home ties are fostered and strengthened, and stable 
citizenship becomes more certainly assured. 

The “ Mormon” must be forgiving. The practice of this Christian prin- 
ciple he is required to observe not only with respect to those who are of his 
own Church fellowship, but its application must be made broad enough to 
include all maukind—even his enemies. He understands that his observ- 
ance of this Divine injunction cannot be disregarded with impunity. His 
attention is fixed upon that clause of the prayer which Christ taught His 
disciples: “ Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive them that trespass 
against us.” If he forgives fully and freely, he looks to God for the most 
merciful forgiveness of his own sins. If he does not, he expects that his own 
transgressions are also retained against himself. The universal practice of 
this Divine law, in accordance with the “Mormon” example, would ensure 
the most profound peace to this distracted world. Neighbors and commu- 
nities, governments and nations would then live without strife and war in 
the midst of an unparalleled era of prosperity and good will. A people of 
such a forgiving spirit as the “Mormons” cannot be dangerous anywhere. 
Their presence ought to be hailed everywhere with delight by all true lovers 
of peace and amity. 

The “Mormon” must subject himself peaceably to all lawfully-constituted 
authority, and he is required, by the Scriptures which he accepts as divine, 
to sustain the government of the country where he may reside. Repeatedly 
in these columns we have published to the world the Church laws and doc- 
trines bearing upon this matter. They are of the most uncompromising 
character, and the principles of sedition and rebellion are wholly foreign to 
the spirit of this people. There is not a socialist, nihilist or anarchist amongst 
them; and but few of them have ever gone so far as to join in the disturbance 
of trade and commerce by strikes. Their enemies have never been able to 
furce them into rebellion against the government of the United States or of 
avy other country. We have suffered wrongs and outrages which no other 
people would endure without precipitating a war; but the Mormons” appeal 
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to God for the adjustment of their unredressed grievances. None but the 
wicked and ungodly need fear a community which is willing to abide by the 
arbitrament of heaven. | tine! 
The “Mormon” must be temperate. He is taught to apply this principle 
‘to all the affairs of his life. His conversation must be moderate, his dress 
-plain, his food wholesome. He is enjoined to abstain from the use of tobacco, 
and to regard intoxicating liquors as the most deadly foe of the present and 
future peace and happiness of mankind. General dram- drinking is unknown 
amongst the Saints, Governor Stephenson, of Idaho, in his report to the 
: Secretary of the Interior for 1888, says :— 10 ein 
Paris (Bear Lake County) has a population of about 1,500, all Mo 
aud there is not a saloon or gambling-house, or any other place where iatoxi- 


‘eating liquor is sold; and this is, I am told, the case in all the towns in 
Idabo where these people have exclusive control. 


‘Bayard Taylor says :—. 
Ahe Mormons as a people are the most temperate of Americans.” 
The celebrated traveler, Mr. Phil Robinson, had an experience in Utah 
which brought him to a similar conclusion. A temperate community should 
be welcomed by all classes of people except whiskey manufacturers, vendors, 
and drinkers. 
The “Mormon” is virtuous. Dr. Miller, editor of the Ormaha Herald, 
says: 
To the lasting honor of the Mormon people and system be it said, that for 
' twenty-five years such machines of moral infamy as whiskey shops, barlotries, 


furo banks, and all the attending forms of vice and iniquity were wholly 
-upkoown in Utab.“ 


And there is not to this day in any of the “Mormon” settlements anywhere 
za single house of illfame kept by a known member of their community, A 
_virtuuus people are always consciencious, and what detriment those who fear 
to do wrong can be to any country is not easily defined. 
The “Mormon” practises the principles of righteousness in general. Gover- 
nor West, in his report to the Secretary of the Interior fur 1888, says :— 


I shal] not arraign the Mormon people as wanting in comparison with other 
people in religious devotion, virtue, honesty, sobriety, industry, and the graces 
und qualities that adorn, beautify, and bless life. 


The House Committee on Territories, in an official report to the Congress 
of the United States, when speaking also of the general moral and religious 
characteristics of the Mormons,” stated the following truths:— _ 

It is universally conceded that no locality equally populated with Utah is 
- freer from the vices that afflict communities than this Territory. It is singu- 
larly free from suloons, houses of prostitution, and the like, and it is undis- 
puted that the people generally are moral, iudustrious, and law-abiding. 
_ While this is true as to this population as an entirety, it is especially true as to 
the Mormon portion of it. | 
Considering the high official source of these testimonies, and their pro- 
nounced character, it is evident that these people are good enough to live in 
any part of this unsanctified world, America not excepted. 2. 
The Mormon” must cultivate his intellectual powers. He is taught that 
no one can be saved in ignorance; and is enjoined to seek wisdom out of all 
good books. That he is striving to observe these requirements is undeniable, 


* 


‘LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 35 


“The same Committee, from whose report a quotation has already been pro- 
daced, referring to educational matters among the “Mormons,” makes the 
The fruits of this school system are shown in the fact that the pe 
of illiteracy is lower than the average of the country; and there are only 
“thirteen of the States and Territories show a lower percentage of persons 
whocannotread,.. 

Connecticut and Utah have the same, namely, 3.37 
Leaving out of view persons of color, the following table from the last 
census report gives the comparison of illiteracy in Utah as compared with 
the aggregate of the States and other Territories :— | : 


AGE. AND NATIONALITY WHO CANNOT WRITE Utah. U. S. 
Per Cent. Per Cent. 
Native whites, 10 years and over 11 8.7 
oreign do. 10 years and over . 120 
Whites, 10 to 14 years 11.9 
Whites, 21 years and over 1 9.4 


It cannot be, and is not, disputed that the educational facilities in Utah 
are of a high order of excellence, and the effect is shown in the statistics 
above presented. 
A people whose intelligence cannot be questioned, ought to be considered 
valuable elements in the settlement of any new country. : 
.. The “Mormon” having reached the land of his adoption, and the place of 
his choice, never voluntarily becomes a wanderer. He finds contentment at 
- home, and being at peace with his own conscience and with his God, be is 
naturally a fixture. The wild schemes of speculation which are so rife in the 
United States, and by which so many fortunes are won and lost, involving 
also the destruction of so much human happiness, and often the sacrifice of 
sacred honor and virtue, have no allurements for this people. Satisfied with 
moderate gains, they pursue the even tenor of their way, adding constantly, 
year after year, to the general wealth, and consequently ever enriching the 
_ coffers of the State by sure revenues and taxes, It is indisputable, therefore, 
that the “Mormons” are not an excitable community. And it is equally 
manifest that a stable and even-tempered people are an element of strength 
to any country and to any government. 
But it is unnecessary to continue these remarks further for the purpose of 
illustrating “Mormon” character. What has already been said is ample to 
make manifest to all men that the opposition to the admission of the Saints 
within the United States is founded on prejudice, bigotry, fanaticism, and 
undisguised hate. 
If the Journal acribes will peruse the following quotation from the writings 
of the Apostle Paul, they may readily discover to what class of people they 
themselves belong :— | 


This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men 
shall be lovers of their own telves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, untbankful, unholy, without natural affection, truce- 
breakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 
traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God. 
— 1 Tim. iii, 1—4 From such it is good for honest men to turn away. 


The spirit of the Journal may be read like an open book, and is known 
through and through, being clearly revealed by the word of God. What 
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justifiable plea can that paper offer for its insensate hostility against an inno- 
cent and deserving people? If the “Mormons” cause it disquietude, so does 
an unexpected flash of light disturb the peace of the midnight marauder; but 
the light is guiltless. If it hates a people of many virtues, let it be consoled 
by the reflection that hell does the same. The Latter-day Saints can not 
justly be held responsible for beiug represented as the “filth of the world,” 
by lying and corrupt men. Being defamed, we entreat,” knowing that God 
has said, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay.” We know, too, that there is a 
day soon coming when the “refuge of lies” shall be swept away, and all the 
world shall then discern to its confusion that the Saints are the people of 
God. Let these words be remembered against us, or our enemies. 


— 


NEWSPAPER MISREPRESENTATION. 

- 
THE Courier of this city, in its issue of June 10th, published under the head- 
ing of Departure of Mormons from Liverpool,“ the following statements :— 


As showing the activity of the Mormon propaganda in this country, it is 
interesting to note that among a large number of emigrants who on Saturday 
left for the United States in the Guion steamer Wisconsin, was a body of 200 
Mormons, destined for Silt Lake City. The other . ye in the steamer 
were largely . of Germans, Scandinavians, and Russian Finns; but 
the Mormons were éntirely English working people of a very respectable 
As the tender on which they embarked left the Landing-stage for the Wis- 
consin, which was lying in the river, they commenced to sing hymns, the 
whole party being provided with the bymn-books of the sect, and they sang 
with great effect. A large proportion of them were women. 


These lines were brought to the attention of Elder D. M. McAllister, who 
is business manager for this office. Realizing that the Courier reporter 
needed assistance in getting at the facts in the case, Elder McAllister sent 
the subjoined communication to the editor of the paper mentioned :— 


Sir,—In your notice of “Departure of Mormons from Liverpool,” on Mon- 
day, there are several errors which I desire to correct. The Guion steamer 
that carried the emigrants from this port on Saturday was the Wyoming, and 
not the Wisconsin. Instead of 200 destined for Salt Lake City only, there 
were 359 going to various cities, towns, and villages in Utah. The statement 
that they “were entirely English working people” was a decided blunder, for 
358 of the number were from Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Switzerland, and 
Germany, and the other one wasa Scotchman. In stating that they were 
“of a very respectable class,” your reporter simply designates a distinguishing 
characteristic of all “Mormon” emigrants, equally as true of those who come 
from the European continent as of those from the British Isles. I cannot 
understand why he said that “a large proportion of them were women,” 
unless lie purposed creating a false impression. The fact is that among the 
359 “Mormon” emigrants there were only 32 unmarried: women, between the 
ages of 16 and 40. There was a greater number of single men, and thus it is 

apparent that the “large proportion” of the company were married people 
and their minor children; and I am prepared to prove, from emigration lists 
in my possession, that this proportion is similar in other companies of “ Mor- 
mon“ emigrants.—Yours, &, D. M. MoALListEr, 
42, Islington, — | June 11, 1889. 
This letter the Courier very promptly and courteously published on the 


12th inst., and it is, therefore, apparent that the only party responsible for 
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the unreliable statements respecting the “Mormon” emigrants is the alleged 
news gatherer. Some of his “cute” Yankee cousins are equally misleading 
respecting “Mormon” affairs. The New York Herald of May 30th had the 
following, ander the heading Emigration's Black Sheep” :— 


pe long-bearded Mormon Elders arrived yesterday from Liverpool on 
the Guion steamer Wisconsin with 132 new converts to their faith. The 
party consisted of men, women and children from various Norwegian towns, 
and after being specially registered at Castle Garden were transferred to a 
boat of the Old Dominion Steamship line, which runs in connection with the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad. They will go direct to Utah. Some of the 
young girls were quite pretty and very robust, and a dozen of them acknow- 
edged that they expected to find husbands in their new bome. 


Having obtained from the lists in this office the facts concerning this com- 
pany of “Mormons,” which sailed from this port on the 18th ult. in the S. S 
Wisconsin, of the Guion line, we herewith lay them before our readers. 
The total number of souls was 142. Among these were eight returning mis- 
sionaries. The remaining 134 were all natives of the British Isles, not a 
single Norwegian or other European being among them. There were 15 
unmarried men in the company, and but 6 women of marriageable age who 
are not known to have husbands. Some of these six may be married, but as 
this is not ascertainable from the lists, they are all set down as single women. 
The remaining portion of the company were married people and their families, 
no children being considered as belonging thereto unless under 16 years of 


age. 

These instances of misrepresentation have been thus noticed because they 
afford positive proof that Mormon affairs are made to assume a false aspect 
before the world. It seems that the press cannot or will not publish the 
actual facts pertaining to this people. If newsp ipers in general were no more 
reliable in other respects than they are on “Mormon” affairs, they would be 
of no good service whatever as public educators. 


Wrra deep sorrow we have to chronicle the death of Thomas Walter Brook- 
bank, Jun., the beloved child of our greatly esteemed assistant, Thomas W. 
Brookbaok, and his sorrow-stricken wife. The deceased child was born 
March 4, 1888, and died May 21, 1889. He was a remarkably fine and intel- 
ligent child of much promise. The bereaved parents and relatives have our 
deepest sympathy, and this feeling is shared by all who know them. May 
our beavenly Father, in His tender compassion, bless them with such a spirit 
of consolation as He alone knows how to bestow. 


Arrivats.—On Friday, June 14, 1889, per Guion S. S. Wisconsin, the fol- 


lowing named brethren and sisters arrived in Liverpool, either oa missions 
or to visit relatives and friend On missions to the British Isles: J. H. Hall 
and W. J. Critchlow; to Scandinavia: Erastus Koffurd ; and to Switzerland: 
John J. Schiller. Visitors: Job Pingree and daughter, Joseph Lawson and 
wife, Wm. Grimsdell and grand-daughter, Joseph Barker, Robert McQuarrie, 
James Robbins, Lavinia Morris, and Maria L. Newman, all in good health and 
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; APPOINTMENTS.— Eider James H. Hall is appointed to in the, Mane, 
chester Conference; Elder William J. is ‘appointed in the 


Leeds Conference. 


Elder H. H. Thomas is released from his labors in the Leeds Confers 
ane e to labor in the — eel 


CORRESPONDENGE, 


London, J une 7; 1889, 
President George Teasdal 


Dear Brother,—The month of May 


having passed away, it is necessary 
for me to again forward you a report 
of the Conference, that you may 
know what has been going on in 
don during the month just ended, 
I may say in the outset that the 
Lord has been with us in all that we 
have done for the spreading of truth, 
and we have been comforted day by 
day in our efforts to remove prejudice | 
from the minds of our fellowmen. 
The Good Spirit of God has been with 
us abundantly, both in our meetin 
with the Saints and in our labors in 
the open-air; in fact, we find the 
Lord is always near at hand, and He 
gives us strength just in the hour 
of need. It is our experience that we 
never trust the Lord without receiving 
strength and support from Him, ex- 
actly as we requireit. The Elders 
all have this testimony to bear, that 
in zealously performing their labors 
they, find a joy that cannot be ex- 
EN in words, While on the otber 
and whenever we become cureless in 
the discharge of our duties, we at 
onee lose the cheerful spirit chat is 
noticeable . those who are try- 
ing to preach the Gospel and win 
souls to Christ, and missionary labor 
becomes a heavy burden. * 
I have much pleasure in reporting 
the Elders of this Cunference as being 
filled with joy and happiness in their 
missionary experience. None of them 
seem to feel in the least degree down- 
cast, neither is there any spirit of in- 
difference. manifested; but, on the 


they show an eurnest, pray- 
Cael etermination to preach the 
1 wherever an opportunity is 
presented, and the Elders and Saints 
and realize that God is with ur, 


| and, when considered 


Sn we can desire to 


We are in the habit of receiving 
reports each month from the several 
Districts of the Conference, and, in 
looking over those for the past month, 


Lon- I find there have been 11,132 tracts’ 


distributed, and 33 copies of the Voice 
of Warning and 10 of the Book of 
Mormon have ae aa, sold, or 
given away; 21 n- Air meetings 
have been held 1 priest ordained, 3 
children blessed, and 2 persons bap- 
tized. We have had a splendid time. 
in our open-air meetings in London; 
16 have been held,’ all of which have 
been very well attended, and, as a 


general thing, we have had good at- 


tention, and at each meeting bave 
distributed from two to three hun- 

dred “Glud Tidings of Great Joy:“ 

advisable, have 
also distributed Utah and the Mor- 
mons.” We have been much opposed 
in two of our meetings by members 
of the anti-Mormon Society, and have 
been forced to submit to the abusive. 
aud vile insults in which some of its 
members constantly deal; but, not- 
withstanding this, we have contioued 
on in our labors, and feel well repaid. 


for the efforts we have made to Pre, 


W 


and we are made as happy iu our wor- 


‘complained: a 


sent the principles of “ ‘ Mormonism” 
to the inbalitants ot the wo 

me tropolis. 

6 have been ia 
persuading a goodly number of pee 
ple near the North London H si 
fullow us iuto the hall, by holdi 
open-air service on Wednesday fe 
nings, just before commencing’ meet- 
ing in the hall; but, L régret to suy, 
lust Weduesday we were prevented 
from continuing our meeting 
policeman, | who said’ some "00s 
inst us. We then 
moved jo another coruer near by, and 
had a splendid hearing; but bers, 
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also, a complaint was made by the 
owner of a baker’s shop, who said he 
was afraid our meeting would injure 
his business, We hope to be able. to 
continue the meetings somewhere 
near our hall in Peaton Street, that 
we may still get strangers into the 
meetings. 

Elders Ricks and Kelson feel quite 
encouraged io their labors in the 
Portsmouth District. They did their 
best to get the pamphlet “ Utah and 
the Mormons” published in the Ports- 
mouth News. The editer did not 
publish what they desired, but sent a 
reporter to interview them, and the 
result was that quite an extended 
notice appeared in the piper about 
the “Mormon” Elders in Portsmouth. 
Mention was made of the hall where 
the Saints met on the Lord’s day for 
worship, and the following Sunday 
the Elders were pleased to find a 
good congregation of strangers pre- 
sent, who paid great attention to all 
that was said. Among the eambet 
were two newspaper reporters, an 
they gave the Elders „ 
notice, again advertising their hall, 
and last Sunday another large at- 
tendance of strangers was present to 
hear the Gospel. Many are willing 
to converse with the Elders on the 
Gospel, and a spirit of enquiry is 
manifest not known before for a long 
while in that District.. A few are 
investigating, and the have 
great faith that their numbers will 
be increased before long. There are 
a few seeking information from the 
Elders in other Districts, and we feel 
encouraged to press on in the per- 
formance of the duties whereunto 
God has called us. ett 

The weather during the past week 
has been splendid, and we have taken 
advantage of it by holding seven out- 
door meetings, and feel to rejoice. in 
the privilege we have of testifying to 
the people around us that God bas 
indeed spoken in this dis tion. 

In addition to the other items re- 
ported, I would say we have been 
trying to get some of the London 
news rs to notice the report of 
the Congressional Committee on Ter- 
ritories, as shown in “ Utah and the 
Mormons.” We have applied both by 
letter and in person to 


‘fifteen’ different papers in London, 


but have not succeeded in getting un 
of them to publish the pamphlet. 
The same has been done in all the 
Districts of the Conference, but Lum 
unable to say what ths result will be 
outside of London. 3 
We make it a point in all our meet- 
ings to place some of our tracts in the 
hands of all the strangers who meet 
with us, and also announce to them 
that we have for sale the Book of 
Mormon and Voice of Warning; aud 
whenever we see anyone interested 
in the doctrines of the Gospel. if they 
do not purchase a Voice of Warning, 
we make it a point to luan them one, 
and try to impress upon them the 
importance of reading it. | 
ver praying fur the blessings of 
the Lord to be with you, I remain 

your brother in the Gospel, 

Josepa LxAINd. 


Hull, June 17, 1889. 


President George Teasdale. 


Dear Brother, — Thinking that a few 
lines from us may be of interest, we 
send yuu » brief necount of our labors. 

Some tims in December, 1888, Pre- 
sident Henry Tuckett directed us to 

roceed to this place. We brought 
about 700 tracts with us Upon ar- 
riviog here we rented a room to reside 
in, and make some n arrange- 
ments fur tracting. Oa December 
26ch we set out on our first distribu- 
tion of tracts, and have continued at 
that kind of labor regularly three 
days each week since we began it. 
Our method is as follows: We give 
Morgan’s Tract No. 1 first, and then 
the following week we exchange it 


fur No. 2, by the same author, The 


second week we gather up the latter 
and leave — a copy of “Glad 
Tidings,” with handbill enclosed an- 
nouneing time and place of holding 
our meetings. Thess-we do not take 
back: We have visited over 3,000 
houses, and have had the opportanit 
of bearing our testimony to seve 
thousands of people. 

Oo February 24'h we rented a room 
in which to hold meetings; we also 
advertized it in the Hull papers for 
three months; and got 10,000 hand- 
bills printed announciog time and 


editors of | place of meeting. We have com 
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